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tion on either side? Must the wheel perpetually
revolve?'1
The truth is this, that the militarists to-day are
now living for the most part in an unreal world.
They refuse to face the fact that the course they
are pursuing of piling up armaments must inevitably
lead to a world war. We take up, for instance,
R. C. K. Ensor's volume m the Oxford History of
England (1870-1914) and we find that his last
chapter is called "Heading for Catastrophe." As
practical men, are we to begin once more, and head
for an even greater catastrophe, in which one stone
will not be left on another of all our vaunted structure
of civilization, art, and religion ?
Long before this modern age, militarism had
invariably brought with it a long tram of evil: but
owing to the comparative ineffectiveness of earlier
weapons of war, there was a limit to the destructive-
ness it caused. In the lucid intervals between one
war and another, civilization managed somehow to
revive. But to-day this power of recovery can no
longer be counted upon, for modern warfare has
become nothing less than mass suicide.
The most ghastly thing of all about H. G. Wells's
film The Shape of Things to Come is this, that the
audience knows for certain that these hateful things
will surely happen if once war breaks out again.
"That way Madness lies."
It is not claimed for a moment in this chapter
that Mahatma Gandhi, by his technique of cor-
porate civil resistance, has already solved the age-